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held the magnet underneath.; make another piece
of iron touched with it,, suspend a third in the air,
and the like ; make it draw one end of a needle to
it, and then drive it from it again, as the poles of
the magnet were turned and directed! Will any
man believe but he that first showed these unac-
countable things, would have passed for a magician,
a dealer with the Devil, nay, or rather for a real
devil in human shape ?

Whoever had first brought such a wonderful
stone into view as our ordinary chalk stone, calcined
and turned into lime, supposing it never to have
been heard of before, and shown with it the rarity
of its operation, viz., that if you threw it into the
fire, it would put the fire out, and if you put it into
water, it would burn ?

These are some of the delusions of artificial ma-
gicians, and such as these the world has been full
of, till now we begin to be too wise to be cheated
any longer that way; but as to state-jugglers, the
magic of the party-mongers, religious-jugglers, and
the magic of the pulpit, with divers other less fatal
kinds, I believe they are at this time in the meridian
of their practice and success, or near it; what
height they may go further we do not indeed cer-
tainly know, it must be left to time.

And thus you have an honest system of the sci-
ence called magic, according to the title of this
undertaking.